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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The project is located in a residential subdivision on a 0.81-acre parcel at 12802 NE 36th Street in 
Bellevue, Washington (Tax parcel 172700-0310). The project proposal is to construct a 100-
square-foot addition to a single-family residence and replace a retaining wall. Per Bellevue 
Land Use Code 20.25H.035(A) and (B), the project is located within a steep slope buffer and 
requires a habitat assessment. This report has been prepared pursuant to the habitat assessment 
requirements of the City of Bellevue’s LUC 20.25H.165. 

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The addition will be located within a small portion of the footprint of an existing second-story 
deck. The addition will be cantilevered over the existing concrete driveway and the deck will be 
rebuilt. Existing supports for the deck will be replaced to support the addition. No additional 
ground disturbance associated with the addition is proposed. A rockery retaining wall will be 
replaced by a poured-in-place concrete retaining wall. A paver walkway will be replaced 
adjacent to the retaining wall.  

3.0 HABITAT FOR SPECIES OF LOCAL IMPORTANCE 
For the purposes of this report, species of local importance were defined as: 

• Species defined under LUC 20.25H.150 

Table 1 in Section 4.2 lists the species of local importance per LUC 20.25H.150. 

4.0 HABITAT ASSESSMENT 
A site visit was conducted by Confluence Environmental Company on September 20, 2019, to 
assess the project area for habitat associated with species of local importance. The steep slope 
and buffer on the subject property have been developed since 1969 when the house was built. 
The primary residence is excluded from the buffer but the appurtenances to the residence are 
not. Therefore, the buffer consists of existing deck, a retaining wall, 2 driveways, and 
landscaping between the driveways. The buffer provides low-quality habitat due to the 
developed nature and lack of vegetation. The site lacks a stream or water features and therefore 
does not provide habitat for any of the fish or amphibian species of local importance. There is a 
stream on the adjacent property approximately 200 feet from the project location. According to 
WDFW SalmonScape (WDFW 2019b), this stream is nonfish-bearing. This project will not 
impact any stream functions. 
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4.1 Vegetation 
The steep slope buffer consists of 2 concrete driveways, a second-story deck, and landscaping 
that includes a rockery retaining wall. Figure 1 shows the existing condition of the slope buffer. 
There is minimal vegetation in the buffer. The steep slope is vegetated with a coniferous forest 
of Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) and western 
redcedar (Thuja plicata). The understory has been removed from the steep slope (see Figure 2).  

No trees will be removed, and no work will occur on the slope. Replacing the retaining wall will 
likely impact 5 herbaceous landscape plants and 1 rhododendron shrub located between the 
driveways. The area will be replanted with native plants to restore and enhance wildlife habitat. 
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Photo 1—Driveways, rockery retaining wall, and landscaping in the steep slope buffer 

 
Photo 2—Addition will replace a portion of the deck 

Figure 1. Buffer Photos 
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Photo 1—Forested steep slope 

 
Photo 2—Forested steep slope with no understory 

Figure 2. Steep Slope Photos 
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4.2 Species of Local Importance and Potential Project Impacts to the Use of the 
Site by Species 

According to the WDFW Priority Habitats and Species database (WDFW 2019a), the project area 
does not provide suitable habitat for any species of local importance. There will be no impacts 
to the use of the site by any species. The project will not impact the functions and values of the 
exiting habitat. All work will take place where there is existing deck/driveway or retaining wall. 
No trees will be removed.  

There is no habitat for fish or amphibian species. The forested canopy adjacent to the project 
could be used by bird species, but work is not proposed in that area and there will be no 
impacts to that habitat. Below is a table that summarizes the species and habitat at the site. 

Table 1. Habitat Summary 
Birds Habitat Present in the Buffer/Rationale Habitat Present on Steep Slope/Rationale 

Birds 
Bald eagle No/existing built environment Potential use/no primary association  
Peregrine falcon No/existing built environment No/no habitat present 
Common loon No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database1 No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Pileated woodpecker No/existing built environment; PHS database No/ PHS database 
Vaux’s swift No/existing built environment; PHS database No/ PHS database 
Merlin No/existing built environment Potential/needs include coniferous forest  
Purple martin No/existing built environment Potential/habitat includes woodland edges 
Western grebe No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Great blue heron No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Osprey No/existing built environment and no food source No/lack of aquatic habitat for food source 
Green heron No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Red-tailed hawk No/existing built environment Potential/habitat includes woodlands 
Bats and Myotis 
Western big-eared bat No/existing built environment; PHS database No/PHS database 
Keen’s myotis No/existing built environment; PHS database No/PHS database 
Long-legged myotis No/existing built environment; PHS database No/PHS database 
Long-eared myotis No/existing built environment; PHS database No/PHS database 
Amphibians and Reptiles 
Oregon spotted frog No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Western toad No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Western pond turtle No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Fish 
Bull trout No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Chinook salmon No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
Coho salmon No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 
River lamprey No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database No/lack of aquatic habitat; PHS database 

1 “PHS database” means that according to the WDFW Priority Habitats and Species database (WDFW 2019a), the site does not 
contain suitable habitats for any species of local importance. 
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4.3 Federal, State or Local Special Management Recommendation 
Of the 23 species identified by the City of Bellevue as Species of Local Importance, 15 are on the 
WDFW PHS list for King County (WDFW 2019a). However, also according to the WDFW PHS 
database, there are no priority habitats or species on or adjacent to this site. Therefore, there are 
no special management recommendations for this site.  

4.4 Direct and Indirect Potential Impact on Habitat  
The project will not have any direct or indirect adverse impacts to habitat. The addition will be 
constructed in the same footprint as a portion of an existing deck. Although the deck could be 
considered pervious it is directly above the concrete driveway.  

The retaining wall work will replace an existing rockery wall.  

This project will not create any new pollution-generating impervious surfaces and will not 
change the functions or values of the habitat in the steep slope or buffer.  

4.5 Avoidance, Minimization to Preserve Existing Habitats and Restore Habitat 
20.25H.215 

The addition is proposed in areas of the buffer with existing impervious surfaces and developed 
areas to avoid impacting the critical slope. The proposal preserves the existing habitat on the 
slope by avoiding tree removal. 

Best management practices will be implemented to prevent impacts to the steep slope. Removal 
of the rockery wall and construction of the new wall will occur approximately 25 feet from the 
steep slope, with the driveway between the top of the slope and the construction of the new 
wall. The driveway will provide a staging area and work platform for construction, which will 
avoid impacting native soil or vegetation.  

The area restored around the new retaining wall will be replanted with native plants. Suggested 
plants include the following: 

Common Name Scientific Name Wildlife Benefit* 
Oregon Grape Mahonia nervosa Leaves and twigs are browsed by deer. Fruits are eaten by birds. 
Mock orange Philadelphus lewisii Seeds are consumed by birds and squirrels and bees/butterflies 

collect nectar from flowers. 
Nootka Rose Rosa nutkana Fruits are eaten by herbivores and birds, and thickets provide 

nesting and escape habitat for song birds. 
Salal Gaultheria shallon Fruits are eaten by various wildlife species including upland 

game birds. Leaves, buds, and twigs are browsed by deer and 
elk. 

Ocean Spray Holodiscus discolor Flowers attract birds and butterflies. 
Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus Fruits are valuable food for birds. 
*Bressette 2019, Cooke 1997, Seattle Aududbon Society U.D, Stark 2018 
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The goal of the proposed planting plan is to provide and enhance wildlife habitat.  

4.6 Ongoing Management Practices that will Protect Habitat after Site has been 
Developed 

Due to the already developed condition and lack of habitat of this buffer, management practices 
would be to continue to minimize impacts to this area and to avoid removing trees from the 
steep slope.  
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